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The Single Gentleman

! l he si i
he smgl;le. gentleman renting the room refused to tel
yone his name. He never spoke to Mr Brass or Sally,

%\r:eoi?j gfnt ?;f unusual times, and sometimes slept all day,
ing he seemed to be interested i
in
gtjppet shows. For several weeks he went to aﬂwas s
W;}t} paésed through that area of London and he became friend
v hi;n:(;s;?ffthe p:;ppitee;rs. He would often invite them back
or a drink after the show. One d
. ay he

pL;pPeteers Tommy Codlin and Mr Harris, \X/h;yl e s e
ta king he asked them whether they h
girl cgiled Nell and her grandfather.
que‘?o? to all the other puppeteers he had met

es! We saw them both,” cried Mg Harris, who then turned

to his friend. ‘See, T
i . , Tommy ~ [ told 5
looking for those two.’ vou someone would be

4
Do you know where they are now?
gentleman quickly. '

‘One of our friends sai ¢

with a oo :’:3:} Efd(fn E}[?Y?aw them. They were travelling
If you can find out exactl

gentleman told them, T']] give

and then come back to me.’

lin

e they were
ad ever met a young -
He had asked the same

asked the single

y where they are, the single
you both some money. Find out

Meanwhil

e Kit had been getring tc
their sop een getting to know Mr and Mrs Garland,

el s0 ‘lt/;xbel,bBarbara and Whisker the pony. Whisker was
cifhe at furst, but the people were pleasant and Kit was ha
n és new Job And soon Whisker grew to love him o
. Confdmormng a smartly dressed stranger arrived ai;d asked if
uld speak to Kit. The stranger was the single gentleman
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The Single Gentleman

Pve been abroad for many years, he told Kit. ‘T've come
back to London looking for something dear to my heart and
| hoped to find it at The Old Curiosity Shop. But the shop is
now closed and everyone has gone. [ was told you might know
where the old man who owned it is. Do you know?

Over the next few minutes Kit told the single gentleman
everything that had happened, ending his story with Nell and
her grandfather’s disappearance. Kit told him he had no idea
where they were now. ‘But there’s a sign on the shop door,
Kit added. ‘It says that all enquiries®® should be made to Mr
Sampson Brass, Mr Quilp’s lawyer.’

Yes, | know, said the single gentleman. ‘I saw the sign to
and P've even rented a room in Mr Brass’s house to try and find
out more information. But I've learnt nothing.’

There was a moment’s silence and then he said, T'll leave
you now,” and he put a coin into Kit’s hand. ‘Please don’t tell
anyone about this meeting.’

Kit followed the single gentleman out into the street to say
goodbye. And at that same moment Mr Richard Swiveller was
walking down the same street and he saw Kit saying goodbye
to his visitor. Richard was very surprised to see the single
gentleman, Mr Brass’s lodger, ralking to Kit, the boy who used
to work at The OId Curiosity Shop. Why on earth would
these two be together? After the single gentleman had gone,
Richard went over to Kit and asked him, but Kit seemed to
know nothing about the man, not even his name.

The very next day a note came for Kit from the single
gentleman. In the note he asked Kit to go and work for him
for a while and help him to find Nell and her grandfather.
He would pay Kit extra to do this. Mr Garland said that this
would be all right, so Kit agreed to help the single gentleman.
A carriage was sent to collect him straightaway.

He arrived at the single gentleman’s lodgings and was
welcomed inside. The man did not wait to tell Kit the
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