22 Little Levd Famntleroy

The Earl was ina bad remper and his foor was painful;
He did not give money and toys to his grandson because
Lie had a kind heart. Fe gave these things because he
wanted the boy to torger his mother. He opened his
dom 't plav children’s games. Bat he
did noc say it. He said, *Very well, You can teach me.”
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When the rall young servant came in with a visitor, Mp
Dawson the vicar, they heard excited cries and langhing,
“That’s two out! Bad luck. grandfather!” |
Mr Dawson usually hated his visies to the old Eagly
but today was different, and surprising.
‘Gond morning, Dawson,' the Farl said. My grandson
is keeping me busy” He put his hand on Cedric’s head
and nearly smiled. *What is it today, Dawson#’
Gts Higains of Edge Farm, my lord,” said Mr Dawsong
"He can’t pay his rene. He needs more time.” '
Every house in the village and every farm for ol
around Dorincourt all belonged to the Earl. The villag
and the farmers paid their rent to the Earl’s man,
Newick, And Mr Newick was a hard man. Mr Dawsal

question. ‘Can this family or thar Family have mare Hi
to pay their rene?” And the answer was abways “ne’,

‘Higgins? said the Earl. *He's a bad tarmer, and :
always late with his rent, Newick tells me.”

‘His wife is ill, and two of his children” Mr Dawsg

said, ‘And Newick wants to put them all out of the houg
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into the street. Hipains came to me yesterday, Lo ask for

help. Another month, ke says, and he can find the rent.”
‘Huh. said the Earl, looking angry.
Lovd Fauntleroy listened to cvery word of this. He

began to feel a greac interest in Higgins and his Family,
‘It was the same for Bridget and her family,” he said.
The Earl jumped a hirrle.

T'hey all say that,’

1 forgor you! he said. ‘1
forgot we had a philanchropistin the room.” He stared at
the boy for a munute. 'Come here.' he said.

Cedric went and stood nexe to him.

“What shall we do about Higgins, then?” said the Earl.
el me!

Wbt sl soe do abowr ligzing, thew?” safd the Eanl,



